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Richard SuckleihunMn Spruggins^ Esq. 
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Have we gone tbroaghi not without much contebt 
In maoy smgnlarities." 

SVAMPBARB, WiNTia'i Tals, A. fi, Sc. 2. 
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DEDICATED 



TO THE ARISTOCRACY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



My Lords, 

In the present important political crisis, when the public attention is 
directed with such feverish interest to the opiniohs professed by the nobility, 
and the independent commonalty of these realms ; and when we are required to 
look back upon the Constitution of 1680, which must necessarily lead us to seek 
for information concerning the leading personages who figured in those times ; — it 
appears to me to be a duty incumbent on the upper classes to exert themselves 
not only to lay before the world the private records of their families, but also 
to present to the public eye the very features of those members of their ancestry 
who were in any way conspicuous in ^* the olden time," as zealous for their 
country's weal ; that thus the world may not merely become acquainted with the 
characters and opinions of our forefathers, but may actually be enabled to draw 
their own conclusions, by studying the expressions of their countenances and the 
formation of their heads. Feeling anxious to be the first to draw the attention 
of my countrymen to the promotion of so desirable an end, I have taken the 
liberty of laying before the public, dedicated to your Lordships, the following 
Work, which cannot fail of being an object of general interest, as it contains 
portraits of many of my own ancestors, enriched with brief notes, compiled by, 

My Lords, 
Your Lordships' most obedient and very humble Servant, 

RICHARD SUCKLETHUMKIN SPRUGGINS. 
Spruggins Hally April Isty 1829* 



* 

This plate represents my Coat of. Arms. 

Crest. — On a wreath a goose rousant^ aT. beaked and legged^ or. 
Arms. — Quarterly of Six. 

1st. Or. A Saracen's Head, full-faced and couped ; proper, crowned with a cap 

of maintenance. — ^For Spruggins. 
2nd. Ar. A Cheveion gules between three gulls proper, beaked and legged, or. 

— Unknown. 
8rd. Ar. A Cat, niousant, sable; whiskered, or » ; in chief two maces saltierwise 

of the third. — For Whittington. 
4th. Ar. A Demi Ass erased; rampant, brayant; proper, gorged with a ducal 

coronet; or. — For Bagnigge. 
6th. Ar. A Boar passant sable, on a hill vert; a chief gules. — For Kiltwaddle. 
6th. Ermine— A dexter thumb issuing from a mural crown proper; unguled 
or. — on a canton gnhw, a fool's cap of the second ; being an augmentation 
of honour granted by King Charles II. to Sir Solomon Sucklethumkin, Knt. 
on his presenting to that Monarch his great national plan for purifying the 
waters of the Thames by ignition. — For Sucklethumkin. 
Motto. — ^Haud ignavis ortus avis. 

Not sprung from a sluggish ancestry. 
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This sketch represents a curious ancient font in the parish church of 
Dulfiiddie, Beds : whether it was originally intended as a busto of one of my early 
ancestors I cannot positivdy determine, but I am inclined to suppose that it 
might very possibly have been such. 
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Certainly Great Britain can boast of few »tatdy relics of antiquity more caL- 
culated to strike the beholder with wonder and awe, than the truly sumptuous and 

venerable monument of the illustrious founder of my family, fl^ttflO lit i^P^MJ^f 
in the chancel of Dulfuddie church. This renowned warrior, who distinguished 
himself greatly in the Scottish wars during ^he reign of Richard II., received from 

that Monarch a grant of the Manor of iBUllJfODllltly as a recompence for his 
valour, together with a stipend of twenty marks yearly; This great man 
A,D. 1«92. 
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Under Stephen , son of the aforementioned Hugo, the name of Spruggina 
acquired fresh lustre. As far as we can gather from tradition, nature seemed to 
have marked him for an Alderman from the very hour of his birth — he was more 
— the year 1427 beheld him seated in the civic chair ! As Lord Mayor of London 
he was indeed conspicuous^ and if the tongue of fame speaks truth, he not unfre- 
quently had the honour of dining with Duke Humphry. He married the daughter 
and co-heiress of the Lord Mayor Whittington, his predecessor, by whom he had 



issue. 



This Drawing is from a painted window in Dulfiiddle church. 
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Thomas k Spruggyns^ son of Stephen k Spruggyns^ i^vas bom in 1428 ; the 
exact time of his death is unknown. 
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Geoffirey, eldest son of Thomas a Spruggyns^-djtd young. 
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ioe, wife of Thomas k Spryg^yns ; her maiden name waa Stote, of the 
family of the Stotes of Shoreditch. 
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This ( have quoted from an ancient and imperfect fomily record in my pes' 
■eMiou/ it needs no further explanation: — truly he was a great man! 
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f Have scftrched Hbllioshed's ChroDidei, without success, for wme account of 
Gilles de Spi^ggyus, and his wife Prudence, who was of the family of the Tbickle- 
neckits of Crickhowell ; I must, therefore, content mjsdf with observing that this 
amiable couple, whom nature had endowed with personal attracUons of no ordinary 
stamp, lived together in great conjugal harmony, and were the happy parents 
of three interesting sons. 
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Of Solomon, fourth son of Thomas and Alice Spryggyns, history makes no 
mention; but we may safely infer from this remarkable portrait that he was 
tender on his feet, and had a partiality for the canine species. 
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Joan, daughter of William Caxton, the patriarch of English printing, married 

Solomon Spryggyns in the year . She was from her infancy noted for the 

extraordinary quickness of her parts, and was well versed in the sciences of reading 
and spelling. Here I would fain drop the veil, but truth compels me to confess 
that she was deficient in those more indispensible duties of her sex — cookery and 
needlework. 

<' With understanding she was quite o'er-run^ 
And by too great accomplishments undone." 

PoP£'s Sat. 0« 



■<fc * 



/^^u,t 



m •»—■ • 



»^ J^-*^^ 



This drawing represents a very remarkable curiosity which has been handed 
down as an heir-loom in our family. A shoe which was undoubtedly possessed 
and frequently worn by Joan Spryggyns, early in the 16th centuiy ; it is in fine 
preservation, and a morsel of crushed cheese adhering to the sole is much dis- 
coloured, and bears evident marks of extreme antiquity. 
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The above account is copied from a document in my possession. This distin- 
guished and highly favoured individual, I consider to be one of the choicest 
productions of my genealogical tree. To judge from this picture his appearance 
must have been strikingly genteel. 
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Zachary Spruggines, 2nd son of Qilles and Prudence Spruggyns, succeeded 
his brother Walter to the family estate. He married Maude, daughter of Sir 
Glumpton Sourcrabs, Knt. by whom he had issue — her portrait is lost. It is 
sufficient to gaze upon his benevolent countenance as here pourtrayed, to satisfy 
ourselves that he was possessed of all those virtues which most adorn the human 
mind. His dress is very characteristic of the early days of James 1st, and his 
beard reminds us of those lines in Hudibras: — 

^^ His tawny beard was th' equal grace 
Both of his wisdom and his face ; 
In cut and die so like a tile 
A sudden view it would beguile; 
The upper part thereof was whey. 
The nether orange mixt with grey." 
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Ephraim, youngest son of Qilles Spryggins, married Dorothy> only daughter 
and heiress of Gamaliel Bagnigge, Qent. : this marriage was not productive of 
domestic felicity, as they were separated in the fifth year of their union. After 
this, Ephraim embraced Puritanic principles, and published a very edifying tract, 
entitled — '^ Sandpaper to polishe the snuffers of the onlie tru candiestike." — ^He 
died in 16S0. 
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This sumptaously attired and perfectly elegant gentleman was indeed worthy 
of the noble name he bore. The portrait we are now admiring is that of 
Bagnigge^ eldest son of Zachary and Maude Spruggins ; — his dignified politeness, 
and the bland courtesy of his manners, rendered him an object of universal es- 
teem and admiration. 

He married Pomona, daughter of Lovelace Ruffles, £sq« by whom he had 



issue. 
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SimeoDi second^ son of Zachary Sprugginsi followed the shoals of nobility and 
gentry who emigrated to the Continent during the Protectorate of Oliver Crom- 
well. He took up his abode at Quimper Corentin^ where he embraced the 
Catholic Religion, and spent the remainder of his life in acts of devotion and 
charity. He was raised to the odour of sanctity by Pope Innocent XII. about 
the year 1700. 
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This beautiful picture, su[^>osed by many to have been the undoubted work of 
a pupil of the great Van Dyck's, (I myself incline to think it an original,) repre- 
sents Brutus Luke, and Suavia Maria, the eldest son and daughter of Bagnigge 
Spruggin8r--K>f whom more anon. 



This very beautiful portrait of Suavia Maria Spruggins may be considered as 
one of the cleverest productions of the pencil of Sir Peter Lely. How sublime is 
the cast in her eyes ! and how graceful the contour of her truly 
peison ;— what noteis of dulcet melody seem to proceed from her roseate lips 1 

Suavia, is the potent spell 
Pain to check, and grief to quell ; 
To cheer the heart and bliss inspire. 
And wake to notes of joy the lyre i 
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Behold the change wrought by the hand of time f — in this emaciated warrior 
we behold Sir Brutus Spruggins, Knt. whom we so lately beheld in the opening 
bud of infancy. He was knighted by King James 11. after his abdication from the 
throne, in consequence of the illustrious services he performed in the battle of the 
Boyne, where he served in the capacity of an Ensign* He married Grace, daughter 
of Phelim Kiltwaddle, Esq. by whom he had issue, one daughter, who died aa 
infitnt. 
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Let us pause for a moment, and gaze' with reverential awe on this most 
wonderful man ! Peter Euclid Spruggins, brother to Sir Brutus, was one of those 
brilliant geniuses who from time to time* flash on the astounded world. These 
noble lines in Hudibras may well be applied to him — • 

'< He was in logic a great critic ; 

Profoandlj skilled in analytic. 

* * * * • 

For Rhetoric, he could not ope «. 

His mouth, but out there flew a trope. ^^. 

* * * * • 

In Mathematics he was greater 

Than Tycho Brake, or Erra Pater 

* • * * * 

Beside, he was a shrewd philosopher." 

He died a Bachelor. 
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This portrait represents Hans Van Plumpenpaunch, an opulent Flemish Bui^er, 
who accompanied King William III. (then Prince of Orange) to England in the 
capacity of Yeoman of the Mouth. He afterwards married a distant relation of 
Sir Brutus Spruggins^ and died of a surfeit in 1709. 
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Matthew Spruggins succeeded his brother Sir Brutus in the family estate. — 
This prudent and worthy man, by dint of frugal economy, strict honesty, and ex- 
cellent management, considerably augmented the rent roll ; he was raised to the 
high and important office of Justice of the Peace, in which exalted situation he 
distinguished himself, whilst living, as the scourge of crime, and bequeathed at 
his death a liberal donation for the enlargement of the County Jail. He died uni^ 
versally dreaded and regretted in 1705. 
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MeliceDt, tenth daughter of Sir Jehoiakim Bug, Knt. married Matthew 
Spruggins, Esq. by whom she had a numerous offspring. 

As Mother, Daughter, Sister, Wife, Aunt, Niece^ and Cousin, she was far 
superior to the generality of her sex. 
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These Portraits represent Marjory and Pompey, the daughter and youngest 
son of Bagnigge Spruggins. The former had the honor of residing at Court, as 
Deputy Mistress of the Wardrobe to her Majesty Queen Anne. The calm but 
commanding dignity of her deportment exacted universal admiration and respect. 
It is worthy of mention, that she once danced a minuet with Sir Cloudesley Shovel, 
at a ball at the Mansion House. Her brother Pompey rose to eminence in the 
Law. They both died unmarried. 
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In the gorgeoas personage here represented we behold Strephon Narcissus^ 
the eldest son of Matthew and Melicent Spruggins. Educated in a genteel 
seminary abroad, he acquired a taste for foreign parts, and spent a great portion 
of his life at Paris, where he gained those finished manners, and that elegant style 
of dress which have so justly deserved the admiration of posterity. He returned 
to England, and died at Bath in 1725. I was fortunate enough to meet with 
this fine portrait of my distinguished ancestor at Paris. He is here represented 
in the act of trying to catch a butterfly, an occupation prettily illustrative of 
his ("perhaps frivolous, but^ peculiarly refined mind. 
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This magDificent busto of Bartholomew, second son of Matthew SprugginSy 
was from the spirited chisel of that renowned Sculptor, John Clog, of Newport 
Pagnel He appears to have been a person of a facetious turn of mind. He died 
unmarried. 
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What pastoral simplicity — what engaging sweetness appears in the interesting 
countenance of Cynthia^ daughter of Matthew and Melicent Spruggins^ the ele- 
gant female here represented^ tending her favourite lambkin. Far too refined to 
engage in the ordinary pursuits of this turbulent world, this amiable lady passed 
her innocuous life in administering to the comforts of the brute creation, and ad« 
miring the works of nature. 

She died a Spinster. 
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Christopher Spruggins^ my Grandfather, was a truly worthy man, and much 
esteemed in the County — he has been accused of parsimonious habits ; be that as 
it may, he certainly improved the family estate — ^he married Miss Tryphena Twitchet, 
by whom he had issue. 
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These two Portraits represent Theophilus and Apieius Sprug^^ins^ my father^s 
YOUDiser brothers, who died unmarried. The fiirmer, in holv ordenL was a 



learned 



blamed 



the table; but, indeed, were such the case, it would be excusable in one, who 
carried his knowledge of that surely not ignoble seienoe to such an exalted de- 
gree of perfection. He here reminds us of those described by Popa^ who 

<< hashed and tatiltte laj. 
And eat in dreams the custard of the day.'* 
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My Father ! 
It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to describe this truly exoelieut 
man ! 

^^ He was a man, take him for all in all 
« I ne'er shall look upon his like again.'' 

Shakspbaki:. 

Adonis Spruggins, Esq. died in 1798 • 
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My beloved Mother — Saliva, only daughter and sole heiress of Giles Suckle- 
thumkin, Esq. of Spitalfields. 
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PEDIGREE 

OF THE SPRUGGINS FAMILY. 



HUGO DE SPRUGGINS. 



I, Ld. 



Stephen, Ld« Mayor of 
London. 



Catherine, daughter 
of the Ld. Mayor 
Whittington. 



Thomas. 



ss-ss Alice, daughter of 

Stote, of Shoreditch, 
Gent. 

4 



Geoffrey 9 
d. young. 



Nicholas, 
d. unmd. 



1 



Gilies — . Prudence, Solomon. = Joan, daughter of 

daughter of Wra. Caxton. 

Thickleneckit, 

of Crickhowel, Gt. 



Walter, 
d. unmd. 



Zachary. 



Maude, 

daughter of 

Sir Glumpton 

Sourcrabs, Knt. 



Ephraim. -- Dorothy, 

daughter of 
Gamaliel 
Bagnigge, 
Gent. 



Bagnigge 
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Pomona, daughter of 
Lovelace Ruffles, 
Esq. 

3 



Simeon, 
d. unmd. 



Sir Brutos,. 
Knt. 



.Grace, daugh- 
terofPhelim 
Kiltwaddle, 
Em|. 
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Snatia, 
d. unmd. 



Peter Euclid, 
d. unmd. 
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Charity^ 
d. young. 



Matthe'vir.— -Melicent, Marjory, 
daughter d. unmd. 
of Sir 

Jehoiakim Bug, 
Knt. 



6 
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Pompey» 
d. unmd* 



6 



Strephon, Bartholomew, 
d. unmd. d. unmd. 



I . 
Cynthia, 

d. unmd. 



Christopher. _. 



Triphena, daugh- 
ter of Thomas 
Twitchet, Esq. 



Theophilus 
d. unmd. 
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Apicius, 
d. unmd. 



Adonis. ,,» Saliva, 

daughter of Giles 
Sucklethumkin, Esq. 



Richard Sucklethumkin 



Lydia, 

daughter of John 

Fulbotham, Esq. 
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Ulysses Ethelwolf Sucklethumkin. 
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The superb portrait which now presents itself to our notice is that of the 
present Mrs. Spruggins, third daughter of Ferdinand Fulbotham, Esq. of Pen- 
tonville. 

Happy — thrice hai^y man that I am to be blest with such a wife! — Vain 
indeed would it be for me to attempt to enumerate her numberless perfections. 
Suffice it to say that within her ample bosom reigns every virtue— every noble 
feeling ! 



.<< Thou art Lydia ! from whose side 



I never more will part! with whom compared. 
All others of her sex, however fair. 
Shall be like painted unsubstantial forms." 

Edob Hxlx., Book S, Liitb 28S. 
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Parental fondness might lead me to enlarge too much on tlie many perfections 
and graces of my daughtev Rachael. I will content myself therefore with these 
words of the immortal Shakespeare — 

<< One thing I would ask^-what do you think^ Sir, 
« Of my daughter !'* 
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^ A youth there was^a youth of liberal mind, 
And fair proportion in each lineament 
Of outward form," 

EooK H1L1.9 Book 3. 



Such a one is my Son Ulysses Ethelwolf Sucklethumkin Spruggins ! We 
here behold him attired in the classic garb, this picture having been taken while 
he was yet a Commoner of Wadham College, Oxford. In him are realized the 
fondest wishes of a doating Parent ! 
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My House in Town— 18, Baker Street 
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The noble and venerable structure which now attracts our notice is Spniggins 
Hally in the parish of Dulfuddle, Beds — ^my country residence; This stately 
mansion, which was erected by my ancestor, Zachary Spruggins, in the year 
1612, possesses some peculiar advantages not usually found in houses of that 
early date. 

The dining room, a noble apartment 26 feet long by 12^, opens imme- 
diately into the kitchen, and all the dormitories into each other ; a singular 
convenience, affording at once a ready means of communication and a judicious 
economy of space by avoiding the use of corridors and passages. It is finely situ- 
ated in a large field, surrounded by lofty poplar trees. The principal front looks 
full to the North East. 
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I am condemned by some of my friends for having been induced, at the 
earnest solicitation of Mrs. S., to demolish this noble Gallery, and to erect on its 
scite the elegant Chinese Conservatory which now forms so striking an ornament 
to the nortli front of Spruggins Hall; enlivening, by its graceful. and fantastic form, 
its light and airy structure, the venerable pile, from which I would say, (if I 
might be allowed a little flight of imagination,) it seems to rise like a iair and 
gaudy flower from Uie rugged stem of an antient and majestic oak. 

I will not, however, affirm that the sacriflce of my gallery to the wishes of my 
wife was unaccompanied by feelings of regret — nay, almost of remorse— when I 
found myself compelled to tear from the walls, which they had tenanted for so 
many centuries, those venerable forms to which I had been long accustomed to look 
up with reverence, almost amounting to awe. The architecture of the Gallery was 
of the purest Gothic, of the reign of Henry 7th. The Boar and Goose, the distin- 
guishing badges of our house^ were curiously introduced into the architectural 
ornaments of the ceiling, and I consider myself fortunate in having been able to 
preserve two Boars and two Geese in a perfect state. The Geese are now con* 
spicuous on the piers which conduct to the grand entrance of Spruggins Hall, and 
the Boars I propose to place in two niches in my own study, constituting them, 
as it were, the tutelary deities of the place. 
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